[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image6.jpeg
teach him a prayer, at the beginning a very short one, and later the Hail Mary and the Our Father, and so
it goes, little by little.

The church and the school is there to help the parents. Since | am speaking to Polish Catholics, |
have in mind only a Catholic school in which the child not only learns writing, reading and arithmetic and
other necessary subjects, but above all, the child learns religion which forms the soul, rules the heart
and takes care of the person’s intelligence.

Ask the Sisters who are teachers how many parents care about teaching their children prayer at
home. It is very easy to recognize this by the children who come to that school for the very first time.
They are such block heads. They can’t even bless themselves and don’t even know the Hail Mary.
Nobody ever spoke to him at home about God — God was never even mentioned. Regardless, just the
teaching of a prayer at home does not help much. It is insufficient unless it is based on actions and
personal example.

A parent may possibly thoroughly know the principles of faith and may possibly teach the
children their prayers, but if he is living a bad life; can never be seen praying and never goes to church,
then what can be expected. That parent is living like a savage, and the child like a little savage.

Parents are obligated to observe the tendencies of their children. | am speaking here of bad, or
evil tendencies. Among them, the most common one is the tendency to lie. Always speak the truth to
your children and demand that they always speak the truth. Telling lies by children is a source of a whole
series of other vices and does not bode well for the future. Most often, a little liar grows up to be a big
liar, a cheater and swindler and a thief. The bad habit of telling lies can be compared to the bad habit of
drunkenness. Both, the first and the second bad habits belittle the person, strip him of dignity, nobility
and personal worthiness.

There are some children who are inclined to being very cruel. They like to harass and torment
other children and animals. This symptom in a child is very dangerous and should be suppressed as soon
as possible.

During the month of November, | was listening to a certain radio program from California. A
group of children, aged six to ten years of age took part in this program. The Master of Ceremonies for
this program gave the children curious and interesting questions, namely: “What animal do you like
best?” One of the little girls answered — “A canary because it sings so beautifully.” Another said he liked
a bee, because it makes honey.” A third child’s favorite was a squirrel “Because it gathers reserves for
the winter and assures oneself of not going hungry.” One little six year old liked a humming bird best
“because it reminded him of a helicopter.” So far all was going well.

Finally, from an eight year old boy, the only child of parents who were both medical doctors,
came this unexpected answer — “I like a viper best because it is a snake that bites, wounds and kills
people.” The guests who were present in the theater for this program greeted this answer with a loud
outburst of laughter and a storm of applause. What a storm of malice and cruelty is contained in the
answer of this little pervert and sadist. In spite of that, the public is delighted and the parents marvel at
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the intelligence of this young Nero. What kind of joy are these parents going to have someday from such
a son? Of what benefit will he be to society?

My dear parents, please do not forget about one very important practice which today is so often
omitted in bringing up children. In every bedroom a crucifix should hand on the wall or a picture of the
Guardian Angel or the Blessed Mother. At the main entrance of your house, there should be a water
font with holy water.

The first, main and worst enemy of a good upbringing of children is the bad and scandalous
example of parents; the next? nothing other than bad companions. Sometimes parents wonder where
their children learned to swear, steal and be so dissolute. What is worse is that these are school children
—young, older and youthful teens. What these children don’t hear from their peers at school, outside,
on the road while going to and from school. Whatever they see and hear sticks to their sensitive souls
like mud; that mud penetrates their hearts and minds, disfiguring them and making them filthy.

Any child that has been corrupted whether by young or older persons spits out fustiness and
corruption without choking; this child becomes insubordinate, quarrelsome, disobedient and lazy; and
what is the saddest part is that he is already now involved in dark and filthy transgressions.

As always, even today, parents have that one and the same excuse, one and the same worn-out
justification, “It is impossible for us to always watch these children. We can’t constantly hover over
them. Must we segregate our children from others so that they have no contact with people?”

Every intelligent person admits that parents shouldn’t have to trail or track their children as we
think animals are tracked. Furthermore, the family home should not be changed into a forced labor
camp nor should it be a concentration camp. A basic rule, or one of those rules is that parents should
know where they are going, where they are hanging out and with whom they associate. In a word, with
what kind of people they associate beyond the home. Good children do not hide such things from their
parents. If the parents know that the people with whom their children want to be friendly are of an
uncertain character or of suspicious repute, they should not only warn their children, but they should
forbid them to associate with them from the very beginning.

Children and many young people gather together in homes where there is no discipline and they
stay there without the protection of older persons; or they go out on dates in the evening and don’t
return until very late at night or near morning. In such instances and similar ones, the parents have the
right and duty to severely forbid them such things. If the parents don’t do this, they are not caring and
good parents.

There are also parents who allow their children everything they want and they can never say NO
to their child. | found several mothers like that. One such mother had a son who was her only child. This
woman was at Mass almost every day. Rarely did she miss coming for the evening services. In the
evenings she would light a vigil lamp before the statue of St. Anthony and she would pray for her good-
for-nothing son who would go out driving whenever he wanted and he would return whenever he
pleased. The boy became as spoiled as a stable boy’s whip.
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Early one morning as he was returning after having caroused all night, he fell asleep at the
wheel and his car crashed through a barrier at the trun of the road and fell into a riverside abyss. It was
death on the spot. How that mother carried on over the coffin of her on e and only son. How she
complained about St. Anthony that he did not protect and watch over her son. It wasn’t St. Anthony
who was at fault, but the mother who was so weak that she didn’t know how to forbid her son from
arranging these late evening and night excursions.

Before | forget, it is the duty of the parents to see to it that their children do not read evil,
scandalous, atheistic writings, brochures, magazines and books.

Obscene writing, in whatever form, is real poison. “Good literature is a quiet mission” said a
certain expert. Father Podolinski has this to say concerning this matter: “The importance of reading
material in regard to morality cannot be overestimated and parents should put forth every effort, so
that by watchfulness and a responsible choice of writings, they can make the most of this powerful
factor, which can become either their strongest support in the good upbringing of their child or it can
thoroughly ruin and destroy their work. When they put good books into the hands of their children,
parents should teach them how they should read, namely slowly and with great care, so that they can
be aware pf what they are reading and not hurriedly flitting through the pages, one after the other and
not becoming accustomed in this way to superficiality and shallowness.”

Alexander Mohl writes: “In its youth, a soul possesses the peculiarity of both, wax and bronze at
the same time. As wax softens, it easily imprints every impression and like bronze it hardens the image
and preserves it. The traces of the impressions of childhood and youth place their stamp on one’s entire
life. One drop of ink is sometimes enough for the ground to flow with streams of blood; every verse that
is written recalls memorable traces in the minds of millions. A good thought thrown into the world is a
seed, which falling on fertile ground sinks into its deep roots and brings about a hundredfold of fruit.
The tiniest seed, sometimes not greater than a mustard seed, grows into an enormous tree.”

In our present times, older people, as well as young people and children read whatever happens
to fall into their hand; therefore the daily papers, the gazettes and periodicals are sometimes very bad.
They read them greedily and constantly. When anyone calls their attention to this, they give the excuse
that they want to know what is going on in the world. Such an excuse is thoughtless and worthless. Isn’t
there a good, healthy Catholic press which provides news from the entire world? True, a Catholic press
avoids writing up the details of sensational divorces, robberies, attacks, suicides and murders. But must
we drink this slop and filth in order to become acquainted with the main events in the world? Such
reading poisons the soul, wounds the heart and fills the mind with filth. Children and young people who
dabble in such filthy reading pervert their lives. Responsibility for this once again falls upon negligent
and unconscientious parents.

What | have said concerning written material can be applied literally to the movies and to the
radio. This is what Pope Pius XI advises parents in his encyclical dealing with the Christian education of
young people: “Presently special dangers in the form of writings, movies and radio lie in wait for our
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young people. These achievements of civilization can serve a good cause if people use them properly,
but repeatedly they serve the passions. Here, supervision and control is needed.”

My dear parents, try to understand that the Creator gave you children that you might raise them
to be people who are noble, exemplary and virtuous. Your children have a right to such an upbringing.
You have an obligation to give them such an upbringing. Children who are brought up this way will be
happy and they will be a joy and a great support to you.
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February 20, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

Again, as an introduction to this radio talk, | am using excerpts from several letters. | do this with
a certain satisfaction because otherwise, you would not want to believe that these kinds of things are
happening among our people. | have no intention of affirming that they do not happen among peoples
of other nationalities, because | know from experience that even among them, not everything is perfect.
But, since in this case, all the letters come from Polish-Americans, | use the expression among our

people.

So, there were five children in our family. | had two brothers and two sisters. Both brothers ran
away from home because they couldn’t put up with it any longer. One of them is in the army. We don’t
know anything about the other one.

My sisters got married at a very young age in order to get away from this house as soon as
possible. One married a Greek and the other married an Italian.

| am the only one who remained at home with my parents. Although | am just seventeen years
old, | don’t know how long | will be able to persevere here. This is all because of my father who is a
miser and a heartless person. As an example, he forces my mother to buy only what he wants and as
much as he wants. Mother writes down on a card what she bought and how much it cost. She then goes
to my Dad with the card and he doles out the exact amount she needs and not a cent more.

Sometimes my Mother sits and cries for a long time and complains about this. On the other
hand, our Dad just walks around and talks to himself. | am only permitted to listen to the radio until nine
o’clock in the evening. He will not permit me to invite my three friends into our house. | only possess
two dresses, one hat and one winter coat. At table, he watches how much | eat. It seems to me that he
counts everything. This has so unnerved me that | quit eating with him. He has never asked me for the
reason. He never stops complaining about all of the expenses — our electric bill is too high, our heating
bill is too high. We are paying too much for water.

However, he is not stingy in any way for himself. | know because | have secretly seen his bottles
of wine and liquor. But, for us he begrudges us everything. | love my mother, but | can’t love such a
father. He wants to get rid of me as soon as possible, he has already told me twice — it’s high time for
you to find yourself a boyfriend. | didn’t say anything because | want to study to be a nurse. | don’t know
whether I'll ever get there. My Dad is not a poor man; he owns two houses and he has money in the
bank.

Such a father who formally chases his children out of the house and complains about his
children is not a good father. The children are all guilty but he is the true lamb. Who is responsible for
the fact that his two daughters left their home so soon and married men of other nationalities? Who is
responsible for the fact that his sons went out into the world to look for happiness among strangers?
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THE IRONWORKER WAS GUILTY BUT THEY HUNG THE BLACKSMITH

Along with the duty of feeding their children, there is also the obligation of clothing these
children. Too often thoughtless parents disregard the directives of doctors and professional people who
are experienced in matters of health. They transgress against the main principle that the feet should be
kept warm and the head cool. Clothing answers a double purpose, a natural purpose, one’s health and a
moral purpose, decency. Parents act imprudently and they undermine the health of their children when
they do not clothe their children sufficiently or they do so in an exaggerated manner.

The first situation usually occurs in families where the father is either a drunk or a gambler. The
second situation is a common daily occurrence in families where the parents have too much money in
their pockets and too little sense in their heads.

To maintain health, adequate housing is indispensable. | understand only too well, that
everything is not always your fault. Especially in these present times when everyone feels the lack of
livable houses. However, we must remember the general principle of hood health, namely that best
doctors in the world are fresh air, sun and water. Therefore, the smaller the dwelling, then the more
often must it be aired out. The human organism, especially the delicate, developing organism of a child
is not harmed as much by cold weather as it is harmed by darkness, dampness and stifling air. That is
why children, who are brought up in such conditions are pale, anemic-looking and miserable. They grow
just like the plants that are kept in dark attics or damp cellars.

In consideration of the body’s health, parents should care about the cleanliness of the body. A
child should be washed every time that it gets dirty. A child who is slovenly tends to be very lazy,
stubborn and guilty of other excesses.

It is a proven fact that a child needs play time in order to maintain health of body and soul. For if
he does not play with other children in childish ways when he is a young child, but is very serious as a
child, when he grows up he will be like a big kid and only then will he give vent to his tendencies and will
be seeking satisfaction in excessive amusements. For that reason, parents should not forbid their
children to engage in honest play with other children, but at the same time they should watch so that
their games would be suitable and not ruinous.

| take this opportunity to remind you further that it is not permitted to take infants with yourself
into your bed for the night, because there is a danger of you crippling or smothering that child.
Furthermore, if you read the newspapers, you know how many children due to this reason are killed
because of the carelessness and inconsiderateness of the mother.

Woe to the parents who forget that their child is an individual having an immortal soul and an
intellect and a free will. Unfortunately, there are such parents who do not take this into consideration
because they try to divert their child from evil just by screaming at them, threatening them, slapping
and beating them as though they were some sort of unintelligent animal. Yet, parents are the first and
the natural teachers of a child. For this reason, the Wise Man of the Lord teaches: “Do you have sons?
Teach them and turn them away from their childishness.” God said the same through the lips of Moses
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when he insisted on the observing of the commandments and he enumerated the rewards and the
punishments for the faithful or for those who are disobedient to God. “Teach your sons so that they
would think about this when you will be sitting in your house and you will be walking on the road and
arranging it and you will arise.” St. John Chrysostom wrote in a similar vein, “You, parents are the
apostles of your families and St. Paul calls the family the home church of which you are the superiors
and the teachers. The lips of the parents are to be the books used for teaching their children.”

In consideration of earthly matters, parents have serious obligations concerning their younger
children and must be concerned about their life and their health. They are not loving parents if they
endanger one or the other. They sin, and they sin seriously even before the child is born, if they expose
them to weakness, crippling or even death. They sin after the child’s birth if they are not concerned
about the child’s proper food, clothing, living space or anything else that contributes to its health. Rarely
are parents reminded of their duty of being concerned about the development of the child’s mental
abilities. If the parents themselves are uncouth, they bring up the child to be just as uncouth, boorish
and rude as they are. In such circumstances, the parents can do much for the child in its first six years of
life, mainly before he attends school. Later on, the development of the child’s mental abilities is the
responsibility of the school. Despite that, even then, the parents have the obligation of seeing to it that
their children benefit as much as possible from school and studying diligently.

Parents have other obligations also towards their children as they are growing up. In the first
place, at an early age the child must become accustomed to work and to being economical. A child who
is accustomed to work from an early age will nearly always grow up to be a diligent and industrious
person. On the other hand, a child who grew up in laziness, in his later years, he will show an aversion to
work, he will avoid work, but if he has to work, he will do so in careless and unwilling manner. These
kinds of people live under the impression that the world owes them a living. They live under the motto
“We didn’t work when we were young; we don’t have to work when we are old.”

St. Bernard wrote “Laziness is suicide; it is the living grave of people and the reservoir of all
crimes.” A sensible parent, who loves his child, will not only accustom his child to work, but he teaches
them so that his children would develop a liking for an industrious life. However, parents are not
permitted to overburden their children with work. | don’t know whether today there still are such
parents who chase their nine and ten years old children to do very hard work for very long hours and it
is very wearisome and detrimental to a child’s health.

We have very many examples of children who inherited very little or nothing from their parents,
but by their hard work they acquired property and money and assured themselves of a future. How did
they manage to do this? By limiting their needs, they saved money wherever they could. While others
squandered their money feasting on food and drink, they were saving their money, scraping together
wherever they could and they were careful not to waste anything. Normally, these are children whose
parents accustomed them to being economical and orderly, conscious of the fact that work together
with being economical is the foundation of true prosperity.
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How differently those children are getting along who when they were growing up at home, they
never saw their parents practice any thriftiness but they squandered money at every step. They do not
have the least idea of the meaning of thrift. Will they are can they learn this virtue as they get older? |
really doubt it. From experience, we know that, regardless of how much money such people earn, they
live from day to day, from hand to mouth. Ordinarily, they end up with a lot of debt quite often ending
up in a house for the poor.

Parents should also be careful not to make misers out of their children. It is because there are
also such parents in whose eyes the almighty dollar is more important than God, they soul and human
dignity. They forget that money has value only in as much as it is used properly. The human heart should
not be attached to it because the heart belongs only to the Creator God. It is better to instill in children
the principles of hard work and thriftiness, rather than leaving them an inheritance and property.

Parents, drowning in a whirl of happenings and changes in life, forget God’s advice — “ the sons
are not to enrich the parents, but the parents enrich the sons.” What does this mean? It means nothing
other than those Christian rules that parents should do their best to ensure the future for their children.
Those parents who squander their earnings and their property through laziness, negligence,
drunkenness and gambling do harm to their children and sin against justice. Once more | quote the
words of an expert in this matter: “Parents, be very conscientious in fulfilling your obligations. Hard
working, resourceful parents always save something from their pay and put something aside. Often,
people who began with very little, maybe even from zero, left their children something as a
remembrance.”

On the contrary, how different it looks there where negligence and wastefulness prevail. There,
misery and poverty push and press in through the doors and windows. How very unhappy are the
children of such parents who have totally forgotten all of their parental obligation. The children are
neglected and they become accustomed to committing arrogant and criminal actions. How can anyone
expect good actions from children who do not have any good example at home? Avoid luxuries; working
without savings will not get you anywhere. Where there is a lack of thrift, all work is useless because
everything is lost like water passing through a sieve. | understand that today the cost of living is
unusually high. Today it is the style for everyone to hide behind that fact and justify themselves by the
high cost of living. Nobody wants to listen to reasonable thriftiness; or of living above ones’s state in life;
or of throwing money away on luxurious food, drink and clothing. Yet, even a blind man can see that
some sort of madness has swept over the people who want to shine in the public eye, regardless of their
earnings and ignoring the future, they spend money left and right like drunken sailors.

| don’t know if there is another nationality in which the parents claim for themselves the right of
choosing the state of life for their children as is happening among our own people. Such parents are
doing wrong. They are directly playing with fire. The choice of a state of life belongs to God. Generally, it
belongs to the Will of God whether one is to live in the unmarried or married state of life, whether a
person is to work for his upkeep in this or some other manner in order to work out his or her happiness.
Parents do not have the right to force their child to choose this or that state of life. They especially do
not have the right of forcing their children into a state of life from which there is no way out, for
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instance to the state of priesthood, religious life or marriage. Why? God, the Lord of life and death, has
the first right to that child. Therefore, when God has spoken, people, even parents must keep silent. If
the parents insist and utter threat s, then, without exception they are preparing for themselves and for
their children tears, grief and unhappiness.

Often, even in present times, parents single out a husband for their daughter or a wife for their
son. Normally, they are guided by material reasons. They forget that newly-weds at their marriage vow
to each other mutual faithfulness and mutual love. But, where there is force involved, can love exist? No
way! The young couple despise each other and there is both aversion and contempt between them.
Therefore, these vows are a perjury which is a crime. Who is guilty here — the parents, without a doubt.

With a contraction of such vows, a real market is taking place. The parents are selling, not some
little dumb animal but their own child. How loathsome! What ugliness! In such forced marriages there
are constant misunderstandings and discord, a real hell on earth.

But again, on the other hand, the parents have obligations in helping their children choose a
state of life. If they have healthy hearts and a well-balanced mind, it will help them to direct their
children so that they choose their state of life according to the will of God. If the parents observe their
children from a very early age and see to what they are inclined, they should then raise these children
towards that direction. Since parents have more experience, it is their duty to warn, teach and advise.
Then, the parents as well as the children will lead a normal, peaceful and happy life.

There are some people who are puzzled as to why the fourth commandment, although it clearly
insists that parents be honored, does not say anything about the kind of love parents owe their children.
It would be a superfluous thing because the very voice of nature reminds parents of their duties.
Nevertheless, from the time that faith began to weaken among the people such corruption took such
root among them, that there arose a certain number of both, degenerate children and degenerate
parents.

As an example: Parents who were a wealthier class only care about the worldly education of
their child. They care little or nothing about the child’s moral, religious upbringing. Yet, the religious
education of children should be of the greatest concern to parents. Scripture very often reminds parents
of this great obligation: “You, fathers,” calls the Apostle, “raise your sons in the discipline and in the fear
of the Lord!” St. John Chrysostom wrote : “Every parent is responsible for the salvation of his children.
God will address every parent — “Didn’t | give you from the beginning a child to your home? Didn’t |
establish you as his teacher, his educator, his protector and lord? Didn’t | give you full authority over
him? When he was still delicate, didn’t | order you to instruct him? How can you await forgiveness since
you neglected this?”

When should parents begin the religious education of their child? As soon as the child begins to
comprehend things. The wise man advises — “Do you have sons? Train them and incline them from their
childhood.” St. John says — “Teach your children how to make the Sign of the Cross, and trace it with
them on their brow until they can do it themselves.” As soon as a child begins to talk, the mother should




